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We prepare diverse, homegrown leaders to  
succeed in college and career in order to build  
more vibrant and equitable communities



Building Change Leaders
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Community-Based Cohorts
We empower young people to learn from their peers, build  
meaningful relationships, and broaden their social support networks.

Leadership Development
We nurture, explore, and unleash young people’s leadership 
potential in its many forms.

Career Development
We connect students to relevant career experiences through 
internships, professional development, mentorship, and  
on-the-job experience.

Cross-Sector Collaboration
We partner with community organizations,  
high schools, colleges, and employers 
to scale and sustain impact.

Thank you for helping us build a community where local young people 
become homegrown leaders with the power to shape a better future  
for all of us. We envision a hopeful future where young people of all 
backgrounds represent the next generation of leadership with the  
lived experience to develop bolder, more visionary solutions to our  
communities’ longstanding inequities. 



Building Change Leaders
Act Six creates an opportunity for meaningful college 
education through cohort-based leadership training, 
full-need scholarships, and college navigation  
supports so scholars can thrive. Our scholars graduate 
at double the rate of their peers nationally. As the 
parent organization of Act Six, Degrees of Change 
operates the Tacoma-Seattle program in Washington 
State and partners with affiliate organizations who 
run the program regionally throughout the country.

81% earn their bachelor’s degree within six years

88% employed within one year of graduation,  
                compared to 77% nationally

  

ACT SIX OUTCOMES

Act Six trainings set the stage for what college 
was really going to be like. Having Act Six  
program staff at PLU who actually went there 
was so helpful. It was nice to have constant 
communication of what was expected of us 
and a shoulder to lean on when it was needed.  
–Joey G., Pacific Lutheran University, Cadre 10

Being involved in Act Six made me realize I want to do community 
and social justice work involving leadership and being a part of 
programs that are striving to change the community for the better. 
–Bernand M., Saint Martin’s University, Cadre 2



Act Six 
Scholars  

on Campus 

530
New Act Six 
Graduates

60
Seed  

Employers

10
Partner 

Universities

17 
Seed 

Interns

35

IN 2021-2022 DEGREES OF CHANGE SERVED

This program has taught me more about  
how to be a professional, what my field might 
hold for me, and more about myself. [Seed  
Internships] has increased my self-confidence. 
–Tory, Seed Alum 2022, Comprehensive Life Resources

Seed Internships 
invests in the  
vibrant futures of  

college students and recent graduates from  
underrepresented backgrounds. We match 
them with top, local employers through paid 
summer internships that open doors, launch 
careers, and increase diversity.

 

100% interns complete  
their internship and report they  
benefitted from their participation  

83% interns are more confident  
in finishing college

95% employers recommend  
Seed to their colleagues 

SEED OUTCOMES



2021-2022

Expenses 

$3,057,000

Revenue 

$2,948,000

Earned Income

Fundraising

Management

Foundation Grants 

Act Six 

$1,827,000 

$698,000 

Government Grants

GuidEd Insight 

$405,000 

$1,293,000

Individual Contributions 

Seed Internships  

$418,000 

$451,000 

$298,000 

$357,000

$258,000

Assets 
Current Assets

Other Assets

$1,690,000 

Liabilities and Net Assets 
Liabilities 

Unrestricted Net Assets

Temp Restricted Net Assets

$100,000
$1,439,000 
   $554,000

$403,000 

62%

23%

15%

10%

12%

8%

14%

42%

Financial Summary

14%

10%



Together we grow impact!
Thank you to 374 individuals, foundations and organizations who  
made financial contributions to support our work in 2021-22

John Aakre and Cindy Michael
Anthea Aasen
AbbVie
Augustine Ajuogu
Monica Alcantar-Castro
Mellissa Aldrich
Alice Shobe & Eric Svaren
Fahra Alimohamed
Jordon Al-Kaabi
Carlos Alvarez
Ray and Sara Alvarez
Kimberlie Andersen
Donald Jacob Anderson
Keri and Joseph Anderson
Melinda Anderson
Tony Andrade
Andrew and Yessie Whitney
Nicole Anthony
Nicholas Aoki
Amy Apiado
April Ashton
Alyson and Mike Atwater
Avanade 
Karly Avvakumovits
Samantha Axall
Aya and Randy Clark
Julian and Stephanie Ayer
Subeom Bae
Eric Balentine
Canada Basmeh
Kelly Bay-Meyer and Joe 		
   Meyer
Jode Beauvais
Lisa Beddia
Ben B. Cheney Foundation
Tricia Bencich
Sara Beresford
Steve and Paulette Berg
Ylisse and Austin Bess       		
   Washington
Jamaal Bess
Michelle Y. Bess
Naomi Bess
Anna Best
Jake Bikle
Kyle Boast
Kevin Bodtker
Jason and Emily Bosh
Heather Bottomley
Marcy Boyd
Abbie and Cyrus Brown
Micah and Lauren Brown
Jacob Buckhalter

Elly Bulega
Jennifer Burnett
Cheri Burnham
Rebecca Byrne
Caroline Cabellon
Chris Caldwell
Dale Caldwell
Cyruz Campos
Kelsey Carpenter
CarVal Investors Foundation
Debbi Lyn Castner
Yazmin Cervantes
Tim Chalberg
Iris Chan
Benjamin Chao
Derek Chapman
Charities Aid Foundation 
America
Charleys Kids Foundation
Amber Chavez
Holy Chea
Jocelyn Chen
Myung Won Cho
Colleen Christensen
Kathy Christensen
Camille Christiansen
Adrienne Clark
Ryan Cole
Ivana Colenzo
Columbia Bank 
Commencement Bank
CommonSpirit
Vicki Cooper
Brad and Julie Cramer
Emina Cresswell
Darryl Crews
DJ Crisostomo
Richard Croghan
Patrick Cummings
Mercy Daramola
Monica Davies
Janet De La Cruz
Daniel Deese
Daniel Demchuk
Mary DeWine
Dimmer Family Foundation
Marquise Dixon
Elizabeth Dollar
John Donohue
Edwina Dorsey
Patricia Downs
Shannele Downs
Pamela Duncan

Education First
Jodene Eikenberry
Joyce Emery
Emmanuel and Elisabeth 	
   Bofa
Teresa Enslin and Doug 	
   Mosich
Eric and Tenley 
Cederstrand
Tammy Erickson
Mark Ernsting
Liana Felix
Jake Fey
Amanda Figueroa
Alexandra Fil
Tamera Fletcher
Flores Pallet Recycling Inc
Luis Flores
Joanne Fong
Foundation for Tacoma 	
   Students
Jacob and Jaimie Fournier
Nyla Fritz
Timothy and Carol Fuller
Jana Fullerton
Margaret Gardner and 	
   Dave Jensen
Anna Gassner
Jamie and Eric Gilpin
Kathy Glasgow
Justin Goroch
Tony Gregg
Lewis and Michelle 	
   Griffith
Kacey Guin
Taylor Gulley
Chad Gumm
Jeffrey Gutsch
Michael Hall
Yusra Hamidani
Daniel Hamilton
Bill and Kathy Hanawalt
Troy Hawes
Gloria Henderson
Amy Hendley
Naomi Hendricks
Maya Herran
Jim and Kathi Herron
Tim and Anna Herron
Anna Hester
LeRoy Horton DDS, DICOI
Jon and Christina Howell
Rebecca Hubinsky

Tom Huelsbeck
Larry and Angela Hughes
Callie Hulce
Kelly Hultzman
Cinthia Illan Vazquez
Devin Ishimaru
Jonathan Jackson
Kevin Jacobs
Gabriel Jacobsen
Aine Jamison
Kailyn Jasonowicz
Alexander Jean-Baptiste
Jill and Larry Maloney
Michaella Johnson
Johnson, Stone & Pagano
Angela Jones
Danay Jones
Erin Jones
Gerdon Jones
Hunter Jones
Jillian Jones
Sativah Jones
Reyaz Kabiri
Casey Kaminski
Sarah Karangelen
Mary Bulega Kasagga
Siri and Mandla Kaunda
Chuck and Ann Kirby
Gabor Klade
Jake Kleiman
Mayumi Klempel
Katie Klug
Deanna Kolbet
Kresge Foundation
L.T. Murray Family Foundation
Angel Kwai Yin Lam
Stefanie Langfeldt
Francis and Josiah Lara
Robert Lee
Theari Leng
Leslie and Ashlee Chaffee
Philip Li
Megan Lince
Nalani and Mark Linder
Hilary Loeb and Marc 
Friedman
Kayla Loney
Claire Long
Quenessa Long
Samantha Louie
Luan and Van Lierman
Courtney Lucas
Arturo Lucatero



Lucky Seven Foundation
Jason Lukaszewicz
Sarah and Bernie Mabini
Nicholas MacNab
Ashley Malson
Amanda Margolis
Austin Beiermann and 	
   Miranda Martens
Angelica Martinez Estrada
Sindia Martinez
Carmen Mashiana
Alice Massara
Amanda McCleary-Moore
Joseph McDonnell
Lynnie McIlvain
Erin McKeeby
Jiang McKuin
Ticcia and Taylor 	
   McNamara
Paula Meiers
Lori Mettille
Rob Meyerson
Sheri Mitchell
Moccasin Lake Foundation
Andrea Monroe
Cheryl Morris
Anne Mosich
Moss Adams
Hongchen Mu
Joy Mukiri
MultiCare
Bruce Murphy
Jason Murphy
Nicholas Nair
Marisa Nakamasu
Rod and Mindy Nash
Nathan and Joy Orona
Jeff Neff
Joanne Nguyen
Xuan (Vi) Nguyen
Nissana Nov
Liam O’Brien
Anthony O’Donnell
Leslie Ojeaburu
Julian Oller
Joyce Olwell

Tanja Ownbey
Christian Paige
Matthew Paige
Antoinette Palmer
John Pashley
Kerri and James Pedrick
Joel and Jennifer Perez
Janet Perkins
Valerie Perry
Ty Pforsich
Shawn Phelps
Bethany Philips
Angela Pierce-Ngo
Koen Pinter
Phetmany Pitsnukanh
Edmond Holle and Carol 		
   Plaehn
Jennifer Price
Larisa Prisacari
Jesse Proctor
Olga Prokhorets
Benjameen Quarless
Danjuma Quarless
OwoLabi Rabiu
Raikes Foundation 
Lawanda Denice Randle
Laurie Reddy
Jenny Reed
Stephanie Reese
Chengzhongyue Ren
Angela Ritcey
Megan Roberts
Laura Roos
Rotary Club of Tacoma #8
Melinda Roy
Kyle Rud
Kathleen Ryan
Tono Sablan
Safeco Insurance Fund
Steven Sam
Gilbert Sandoval
Carla Santorno
Christopher Schmidt
Sarah Schoech
John and Julie Seaton
Julia Sensenbrenner

Harlan and Sue Shoop
Lachapelle June Siaosi
Silicon Valley Bank
Russell and Claire Silva
Todd and Teresa Silver
Ksenija Simic-Muller
Bradley Smith
Michael Smoot
Matthew Solomon
Sound Credit Union
Andre Souza
Aleisa Spain
State of Washington
Nicole Stephens
Steve and Mary Barger
Amy Stewart-Mailhiot
Meagan Stirling
Elliot and Jennifer Stockstad
Jessica and Joshua Stovall
Carrie and Aaron Streepy
Stuart and Dori Young
Ryan Sturgis
Symetra
Tacoma Public Utilities
Henry and Linda Tanz
Mary Tappert
Kyle Teater
Elizabeth Perkins Ten Brook
Lindy Tep
The Bamford Foundation
The Florence B. Kilworth 		
   Foundation
The Gottfried and Mary Fuchs 	
   Foundation
The people’s assembly 
BonnieJean Thomas
Michael and Tina Thomas
Katerina N Thompson
Taylor Tibbs
Tommy and Han Na Kim
Linda Tortice
Treleven Family Foundation
Carolyn Treleven
Ross and Laura Treleven

Ilona Trofimovich
Tulalip Tribes Charitable 		
   Contributions
Christina Turner
Jessica Turner
Tyler Hamilton and Justin 		
   Matelson
U.S. Bank Foundation
Natalia Ugalde
Umpqua Bank Charitable 		
   Foundation
John Unterreiner
Nick and Cathy Valenzuela
Darren VanBuren
Dominique Wallace
Skye Wantanabe
Camden Weber
Micah West
Raemie West
William T. Weyerhaeuser
Spencer White
Kayla Wiest
Tee Wilkins-Paige
Janet Williams
Tiffany Williams
Duncan and Andrea Wilson
Sarah Witten
Brian Wong
Chris Woodard
Melinda Woods
Woodworth Family Foundation
Jeff and Nicole Wortley
Julieanne Wung
Mary Wyne
Anand Yadav
Man Yan
Tara Yi
Kanwal Yousuf
Ke Yu
Thomas Zambito
Xinxin Zhang
Jaden Zwick
Joel Zylstra



COLLEGE PARTNERS

Augsburg University
Bethany Lutheran College
Bethel University
Concordia College-Moorhead
Corban University
George Fox University
Gonzaga University
Heritage University
North Central University
Northwest University
Oakland City University
Pacific Lutheran University
Saint Martin’s University
Taylor University
University of Northwestern St. Paul
Warner Pacific University
Whitworth University

PO Box 1573 

1102 Commerce St, Ste 400

Tacoma, WA 98401

253-444-0004
www.degreesofchange.org

EMPLOYER PARTNERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

BCRA 
City of Sumner 
Comprehensive Life Resources 
JayRay Ads & PR
MultiCare Health System
ROTATOR 
Sprague Pest Solutions 
Symetra 
Tacoma Public Schools 
Tacoma Public Utilities

Michelle Bess, Chair
Arturo Lucatero, Vice Chair
Courtney Lucas, J.D., Secretary 
Michael Cruz, Treasurer 
Melinda Anderson, M.Ed
Lily Colón, J.D. 
Yusra Hamidani 
Danjuma Quarless, Ph.D.
Tim Herron, Ed.D., CEO (nonvoting)

COMMUNITIES AND AFFILIATES 

SPONSORS

Chicago, IL – Pursue Scholars 
Indianapolis, IN – Shepherd Community Center 
Minneapolis - St. Paul, MN – Urban Ventures 
Portland, OR – The Contingent 
Spokane, WA – Degrees of Change 
Tacoma-Seattle, WA – Degrees of Change 
Yakima, WA – Yakima Valley Community Foundation

Multicare
Tacoma Public Utilities
Graduate Tacoma
Commencement Bank

BCRA
Johnson Stone & Pagano
Sound Credit Union
Columbia Bank
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