
2020-2021 
Annual Report 
We prepare diverse, homegrown leaders to 
succeed in college and career in order to build 
more vibrant and equitable communities.



80% From Low-Income Families

70% First-Generation College Students

59% Female

39% Hispanic or Latinx of any race

Doubling Success six-year bachelor’s degree attainment rates

24% Black or African American

13% Asian

11% Multiracial

10% White

2% Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

2% American Indian or Alaska Native

We believe in the potential of all students to succeed and lead. From college 
classrooms, law firms and research labs to neighborhood coalitions, Degrees 
of Change scholars are changing the face of leadership.

National data show that less than a third of first-generation students from 
low-income families who start at a four-year college ever graduate. The data 
are equally discouraging for students whose parents didn’t attend college and 
those from most underrepresented ethnic groups. We serve to change this.
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44%Low Income Students

Not Low-Income

Act Six Scholars

64%

82%



Act Six creates a path to meaningful college education through cohort-based 
leadership training, full-need scholarships and college navigation supports for 
scholars to thrive academically and graduate at double the rate of their peers.

90% First generation or low-income, with scholars speaking 70 languages

88% Employed within one year of graduation, compared with 77% nationally  

A PROVEN MODEL WITH POWERFUL OUTCOMES
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Seed Internships invest in the vibrant futures of students and recent  
college grads from underrepresented backgrounds with top, local  
employers through paid summer internships that can open doors,  
launch careers, increase diversity, and promote racial equity.

 

GuidEd Insight is the all-in-one data  
insights tool that gives educators,  
advisors, and administrators the insight 
they need to improve postsecondary 
outcomes for every student.
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100% Complete their internship and report they benefited from their participation  

93% Are interested in returning home after graduation, compared to 33% before internship

88% Consider themselves to be leaders, compared to 56% before internship 

SEED OUTCOMES



Financial Summary  2020-2021

Expenses 

$2,658,000

Revenue 

$3,752,000

Individual Contributions 

Fundraising

Management

Foundation Grants 

National Programs 

$2,825,000 

$882,000 

Earned Income

Software Development 

$247,000 

$580,000

Government Grants 

Local Programs  

$290,000 

$711,000 

$390,000 

$333,000

$152,000

Assets 
Current Assets

Other Assets

$3,063,000 

Liabilities and Net Assets 
Liabilities 

Unrestricted Net Assets

Temp Restricted Net Assets

$432,000
$1,546,000 
$1,806,000

$722,000 

75%

33%

10%

27%

7%

12%

6%

8%

22%

100% Complete their internship and report they benefited from their participation  

93% Are interested in returning home after graduation, compared to 33% before internship

88% Consider themselves to be leaders, compared to 56% before internship 

Act Six 
scholars 
served 

503
Partner 

Universities

16
Seed Internship 

Employee 
Partners

 14
Graduates
87

Interns Placed 
Summer 2021

24

IN 2020-2021 DEGREES OF CHANGE SERVED



Together we grow impact!
Thank you to 402 individuals, foundations and organizations who  
made financial contributions to support our work in 2020-21

John Aakre and Cindy Michael
AbbVie - Matching Gifts
Jillian Adkins
Affirma Consulting
Augustine Ajuogu
Jordon Al-Kaabi
Ray and Sara Alvarez
Amazon Smile
Kimberlie Andersen
Keri and Joseph Anderson
Melinda Anderson
Richard Anderson
Donald Anderson
Galen Annest
Keri Arnold
Alyson and Mike Atwater
Avanade - Matching Gifts
Julian and Stephanie Ayer
Holly Bamford Hunt
Steve and Mary Barger
Gary Baskett
Manmeet Bawa
Kelsey Bay
Kelly Bay-Meyer and Joe Meyer
BCRA
Julie Beckner
John and Lori Bekker
Allan and Melinda Belton
Ben B. Cheney Foundation
Steve and Paulette Berg
Ylisse and Austin Bess Washington
Jamaal Bess
Michelle Y. Bess
Naomi Bess
Kevin Bess
Andrea Bess
Bezos Family Foundation 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Octavio Blanco
Jami Block
Dina Blum Burlingame
Emmanuel and Elisabeth Bofa
Jason and Emily Bosh
Paul Boyer
Kate Boyle
Jennifer Bratton
Micah and Lauren Brown
Abbie and Cyrus Brown
Billy Bradley Brown
Elly Bulega
Rosemarie Burke
Bradd and Pat Busick
Rebecca Byrne
Caroline Cabellon
Chris Caldwell
Emmeline Call
Cyruz Campos
Capital One
Jessica Carey
Brittany Carter
CarVal Investors Foundation
Eric and Tenley Cederstrand
Yazmin Cervantes
Tim Chalberg

Tina Chang
Benjamin Chao
Charleys Kids Foundation
Francis and Josiah Lara
Holy Chea
Mike Cheever
Christiana Childers
Aya and Randy Clark
Jahara Clark
Craig Cogger
Ryan Cole
College Spark Washington
Lily Colon
Columbia Bank
Commencement Bank
Kimber Connors
Brad and Julie Cramer
DJ Crisostomo
Haili Crow
Michael A. Cruz
Megan Curran
Joseph Dadzie
Mercy Daramola
Janay Davis
Christian Dawson
Janet De La Cruz
Edris Deaddin
Mary DeWine
Kendria Dickson
Discuren Foundation
DocuSign - Matching Gifts
Bello Dondja
Anonymous Donor
Kathleen Dorr
Katherine Dorr
Edwina Dorsey
Timm Dowling
Patricia Downs
Mila Dragojevic
Pamela Duncan
Chad Duncan
Terry and Cynthia Edwards
Lynn Edwards
Jodene Eikenberry
Leonetta Elaiho
Dias Elgin
Ellison Foundation
Joyce Emery
Teresa Enslin and Doug Mosich
Brandon and Tafona Ervin
Jesus Esqueda
Gabriel Farias
Melody Ferguson
Amanda Figueroa
Grace Finch
Ed Fischer
Ben and Lisa Flesher
Tamera Fletcher
Luis Flores
Flores Pallet Recycling Inc
Jackie Flowers
Paige Folsom
Forest Foundation
Foundation for Tacoma 

Students
Jacob and Jaimie Fournier
Mike Fournier
Mike Frechette
Timothy and Carol Fuller
Margaret Gardner and Dave 
Jensen
Justin Gilmore
Jamie and Eric Gilpin
Kristy Gledhill
Justin Goroch
Jean Grant
Christalyn Grantier
Emery Grantier
Tony Gregg
Lewis and Michelle Griffith
Deatri Griffith
Daniel Grimm
Dave and Lynn Grotjahn
Kacey Guin
Carl Haefling and Pamela 
Johnson
Yusra Hamidani
Tyler Hamilton and Justin 
Matelson
Bill and Kathy Hanawalt
Amna Haq
Megan Hastings
Christina Haworth
Maya Herran
Tim and Anna Herron
Jim and Kathi Herron
Anna Hester
Dan Ho
Jaci and Micheal Hodgins
Mark and Wendy Holcomb
Pamela Holsinger-Fuchs
Doug Hostetter
Jon and Christina Howell
Tom Huelsbeck
Larry and Angela Hughes
Jason Hulen
Nathaniel Hultman
Owen Hunt
Mentha Hynes-Wilson
Kevin Ikeda
Cinthia Illan Vazquez
Christopher Inverso
Jonathan Jackson
Gabriel Jacobsen
Alyssa Jacobson
Cynthia Johnson
Johnson, Stone & Pagano
Sativah Jones
Erin Jones
Danay Jones
Gerdon Jones
June and Julian Foss 
Foundation
Kaiser Permanente
Siri and Mandla Kaunda
Juliette Kelly
Dean Kelly
Stephanie Kenick

Cora Kenworthy
KeyBank Foundation
Tommy and Han Na Kim
Chuck and Ann Kirby
Katie Klug
Adam Knight
Danette Knudson
Jon and Kirsten Koetje
Jeanette Kors
Kresge Foundation
Stuart Kwan
L.T. Murray Family Foundation
JoAnna Lake
Shanna and Brent LaMar
Cuong Le
Patty and Jeff Lemon
Kristen Leon
Leslie Lillibridge
Nalani and Mark Linder
Thomas Llewellyn
Laura Lockhart
Quenessa Long
Lynn Longfield
Kelsey Longrie
Joyce Loveday
Arturo Lucatero
Sarah and Bernie Mabini
Austin Beiermann and Miranda 
Martens
Angelica Martinez Estrada
Alice Massara
Alicia Mathurin
David McColgan
Lynnie McIlvain
Erin McKeeby
Ticcia and Taylor McNamara
Kiani McNamara
Stefan McNamara
Braeley McNamara
Hannah McNamara
Medina Foundation
Rob Meyerson
Cindy Michael
Microsoft - Matching Gifts
Celine Mina
Sheri Mitchell
MaryBeth Mitchell
MJ Murdock Charitable Trust
Vel Mondahl
Cheryl Morris
Anne Mosich
Moss Adams - Matching Gifts
Joy Mukiri
Bruce Murphy
Wilondja Muyoma
Nicholas Nair
Rod and Mindy Nash
Xuan (Vi) Nguyen
Joanne Nguyen
Joseph Nguyen
April Rose Nguyen
Jeff Nichols
Karen Nilsen
John and Lindsay Norlin



Nissana Nov
Liam O’Brien
Ed & Stacey Ogle
Leslie Ojeaburu
Lisa O’Keefe
Elisabeth Olson
Patti Olswang
Bruce Olswang
Oracle - Matching Gifts
Nathan and Joy Orona
Brianna Orozco- Vazquez
Marie and Bill Orrange
Tanja Ownbey
Yanira Pacheco Ortiz
Pacific Premier Bank
Christian Paige
Carmen Palmer
Antoinette Palmer
Ankur Patel
Kerri and James Pedrick
Joel and Jennifer Perez
Jack and Mary Peterson
Shawn Phelps
Colleen Philbrook
Angela Pierce
Dona Ponepinto
Rahul Prakash
Lisa Predovich
Larisa Prisacari
Richard Pyles
Danjuma Quarless
Benjameen Quarless
Yijie Quisenberry
QVC - Matching Gifts 
Raikes Foundation - Matching 
Gifts
Cindy Ramirez Parker
Lawanda Denice Randle
Laurie Reddy
Jenny Reed
Teal (Peterson) Reed
Jaime Revuelta Cervantes
Samiah Rizvi
Robert Sterling Clark 
Foundation

Kent and Linda Roberts
Virgil and Jennifer Roehl
Lance Pelletier and Heidi Rogers
Maria Romero
Marisol Rosado
Jesus Rosales Soto
Rotary Club of Tacoma #7
Joanna Royce-Davis
Courtney Rush
Russell Family Foundation
Russell Investments - Matching 
Gifts 
Jody Rutherford
Kathleen Ryan
Shelley Ryan-Kelzenberg
Tono Sablan
Misael Salmeron
Mohamed Sambou
Gilbert Sandoval
Carla Santorno
Jeremiah Sataraka
Steve Schain and Bev Hatter
Ryan Schauer
Schools out Washington/WA 
State Department of Commerce
Jennifer Lee Schultz
Julia Sensenbrenner
Sequoia Foundation
ServiceNow - Matching Gifts
Leandra Shelton
Harlan and Sue Shoop
Ben Shoop
Lachapelle June Siaosi
Lisalee Siaosi
Sylvia Siaosi-Sea
Russell and Claire Silva
Todd and Teresa Silver
Ksenija Simic-Muller
Harry Sims
Blake Small
Val Rie Smith
Maureen Sorenson
Ineliz Soto
Stewardship Foundation
Willie C Stewart

Amy Stewart-Mailhiot
Elliot and Jennifer Stockstad
Jessica and Joshua Stovall
Carrie and Aaron Streepy
John Stroeh
Eric Svaren and Alice Shobe
Marian Svinth
Symetra
Eli and Lauren Taylor
Kyle Teater
Elizabeth Perkins Ten Brook
Lindy Tep
The Bamford Foundation
The Boeing Company - Matching 
Gifts
The Florence B. Kilworth 
Foundation
The Gottfried and Mary Fuchs 
Foundation
The Greater Tacoma Community 
Foundation
The Norcliffe Foundation
BonnieJean Thomas
Donna Thomas
Michael and Tina Thomas
Katerina N Thompson
Steven Thorndill
Taylor Tibbs
Jennifer Tilghman-Havens
Gabriela Torres
William Towey
Ross and Laura Treleven
Carolyn Treleven
Treleven Family Foundation
Ilona Trofimovich
Christina Turner
U.S. Bank Foundation
Signo Uddenberg
Umpqua Bank Charitable 
Founation
John Unterreiner
Nick and Cathy Valenzuela
Dominique Wallace
Gigi Wallace
Washington CPA Foundation

Charles and Shauna Weatherby
Wells Fargo
Micah West
William T. Weyerhaeuser
Spencer White
Jennifer White
Andrew and Yessie Whitney
Merlita Whitney
Kristin Wichmann
Brian Wichmann
William Kilworth Foundation
Tiffany Williams
Rebecca Williamson
Duncan and Andrea Wilson
Windows of Hope Foundation
Bob Withrow
Jeff and Nicole Wortley
Julieanne Wung
Bridget Yaden
Tara Yi
Kenneth Young
Stuart and Dori Young
Kanwal Yousuf
Judy Zeigler
Jaden Zwick
Joel Zylstra

A Special Thank you to our Event Sponsors

BCRA
Johnson, Stone and Pagano
Foundation for Tacoma Students
Columbia Bank

Willie Stewart
MultiCare
Kaiser Permanente



PARTNER COLLEGES

Augsburg University 
Bethany Lutheran College 
Bethel University 
Central Washington University 
Clark College
Concordia College-Moorhead
Corban University
George Fox University 
Gonzaga University 
Heritage University 
Northwest University 
University of Northwestern St. Paul 
North Central University
Oakland City University
Pacific Lutheran University
Saint Martin’s University
Tacoma Community College 
Taylor University 
University Washington Tacoma 
Washington State University Vancouver 
Yakima Valley College

PO Box 1573 

1102 Commerce St, Ste 400

Tacoma, WA 98401

253-444-0004
www.degreesofchange.org

EMPLOYER PARTNERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

City of Sumner  
Commencement Bank  
DP&C  
Fab-5  
Foundation for Tacoma Students  
Greentrike  
JayRay Ads & PR  
Mercurio’s Heating & Air Conditioning  
MultiCare Health System  
ROTATOR  
Spectrum Pension Consultants, Inc.  
Sprague Pest Solutions  
Tacoma Public Utilities  

Michelle Bess, Chair
Arturo Lucatero, Vice Chair
Courtney Lucas, J.D., Secretary 
Michael Cruz, Treasurer 
Melinda Anderson, M.Ed
Lily Colón, J.D. 
Yusra Hamidani 
Danjuma Quarless, Ph.D.
Tim Herron, Ed.D., CEO (nonvoting)

COMMUNITIES AND AFFILIATES 
Chicago, IL – Pursue Scholars 
Indianapolis, IN – Shepherd Community Center 
Minneapolis - St. Paul, MN – Urban Ventures 
Portland, OR – The Contingent 
Spokane, WA – YMCA of the Inland Northwest 
Tacoma-Seattle, WA – Degrees of Change 
Yakima, WA – Yakima Valley Community Foundation


