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Dear Friends,

It's been quite a year. Amid the chaos of 2020, Degrees
of Change joined people and communities across the
country in grieving the continued killings of unarmed
Black people. For our students and graduates, of whom
25% identify as Black and 90% as people of color, and for
the majority of our staff and board who identify as people of
color, each new public tragedy takes a personal toll, another
reminder that most of America’s systems were not built with
their well-being in mind. People of color are hurting, angry

and exhausted from the unrelenting weight of racial injustice.

That injustice has been further magnified by the COVID-19
pandemic, which in the U.S. has claimed over half a million
lives, shut down vast swaths of the economy, existentially
threatened the fundamental business models of higher
education, and amplified the already staggering racial and
economic disparities in our country. COVID-19 exacerbates
and shines a bright spotlight on systemic racism, racial
inequality and unequal access to health care, employment,
housing, childcare, voting and—most relevant to our
work—education.

Combatting systemic racism has always been the heart of
our work at DoC. As our mission states, “We prepare diverse,
homegrown leaders to succeed in college and career in
order to build more vibrant and equitable communities.” We
invest in our students because we know that their voices,
perspectives, talent, and leadership must be at the center

of the transformation our institutions and communities

so desperately need. And while that transformation is still
underway, we support students to thrive and lead within the
current systems.

In fall 2020 our board approved a new strategic plan that
reaffirms our fundamental commitment to developing
diverse, college-educated leaders who are well-prepared

to advance in their careers and amplify their impact in the
community. In the year ahead, you'll see us enhancing our
leadership-infused career development programming for
students and graduates, contributing to systems change
work in college success to address underlying root causes of
inequality, and investing in our organizational infrastructure
to ensure DoC will be here to keep fighting for racial justice
long into the future.
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If there were ever a time when diverse leaders are needed,
that time is now. And if there were ever a time when DoC
needed your continued support, it's now as well. Thank you
for partnering with us as we work for a brighter and more just
future in 2021 and beyond.

TIM & MICHELLE
CEO & Board Chair
Degrees of Change




Ever since he can remember, Ricki Ruiz has loved soccer.
Growing up in Gresham, Oregon, Ricki and his friends didn't
have access to public soccer fields, but that didn't stop them
from playing where ever they could. Sometimes even playing
in parking lots or sneaking into private fields. Flash forward
to today, and Ricki has connected this passion for sports to
his love and commitment to his community, co-founding an
organization that provides public access soccer resources to
the youth of Gresham.

One day while attending Reynolds High School in Troutdale,
OR, Ricki was called to his guidance counselor’s office to learn
about Act Six. With only three weeks left before the deadline,
Ricki's guidance counselor encouraged him to apply. Ricki was
skeptical, but his mentor through the TRIO program, Christina
Gonzalez, inspired him to pursue the opportunity.

Ricki was selected to participate in Act Six beginning in the Fall
of 2012 and attended two years at a community college before
finishing Act Six with two years at Warner Pacific University. He
names relationships and connections with his Act Six advisors
as transformative, giving scholars the tools to navigate higher
education, understand and challenge systemic racism within
these structures, and lead on their campuses.

During his third year of college, Ricki got a picture of what
community change would look like for him through his love
of sports, partnering with another Act Six scholar, Yesenia
Delgado, to build a set of public soccer fields called futsal
courts in Gresham, Oregon in 2015. Futsal is a fast-paced,
smaller scale soccer game played across the world, and these
courts would be the first built in the Pacific Northwest. Ricki
and Yesenia's project, now called the Rockwood Initiative,
raised $120,000 through community support to fund this public
space. Growing up without these amenities, without a space
to come together around their passion for soccer, motivated
the pair to create this positive space for young people in

Rockwood. “That was the beginning of what | view has been my
mission of continuing to create community change,” Ricki says.

A fierce advocate for his community, Ricki has pursued local
politics, becoming the youngest elected school board official
in 2016 at 22 years old. As a school board member, he creates
equitable policy for the school district that almost failed him,
remembering how he and his friends weren't invited into the
College Center because of assumptions that they weren't
“college ready”. He wants to ensure that all students know
about all of their options and receive the support they deserve
from a school board level.

“As a person of color, and as a first-generation
college student, the amount of support |
recieved from the Act Six program, the staff,
the training tools, really prepared me not
only to experience and to complete college
but just to be able to accomplish community
projects | didn't even know | had in mind
until | was part of the program”

Ricki has also recently won his election for State
Representative, making him the youngest and first Latinx
representative in his district. “As a person of color, and as

a first-generation college student, the amount of support |
received from the Act Six program, the staff, the training tools,
really prepared me not only to experience and to complete
college but just to be able to accomplish community projects |
didn't even know | had in mind until | was part of the program,”
Ricki reflects. Today, we can see the ripple effect that Act Six
scholars like Ricki have created in their community, inspiring
other young people to get involved in their communities and
fostering a culture of community leadership.
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® Brandon Williams Story

Brandon Williams took a chance on Act Six. As a

senior at Cristo Rey Jesuit High School in Minneapolis,
Brandon was the first student from his school to

be accepted to Howard University, and was also
considering accepting an admissions offer from his
dream school, Loyola University in Chicago. However,
when a high school mentor asked him what he

thought about staying in Minneapolis and “[growing]
the community based on values of faith while
challenging discriminatory economic structures,”

it was Brandon's belief and deep investment in his
community that drew him to Augsburg University as an
Act Six scholar. Now a year out from college graduation,
his desire to be a voice for the community drew him

to his current role as the Criminal Justice and Safe
Communities Fellow at The Minneapolis Foundation,
where he helps to determine where to invest over $2.5
million in the community. As he continues to build a
career in community service and justice, Brandon offers
this advice to the Act Six scholars coming after him:

“As a leader, don’t let your position in life or the
way others define you end with a period rather than
a comma. Leadership is about diversifying your
experiences and
expanding your
knowledge. Be
vulnerable, be
willing to grow,
be willing to take
yourself outside
your comfort
zone, but make
sure to find
those pockets

of support,

of healing,

of love and of
encouragement
along the way.”
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Financial Summary
2019-2020

Revenue

$2,436,000

$1,866,000 Foundation Grants

.$288,000 Earned Income
. $243,000 |Individual Contributions

I $64,000 Other Income

Expenses

$2,192,000

$519,000 Ready to Rise National
$345,000 Act Six National
$839,000 Local Tacoma Programs

$36,000  Software Development

-7 Management

Assets Liabilities and Net Assets

$2,951,000 currentAssets  $365,000  Liabilities
$300,000 Other Assets $452,000 Unrestricted Net Assets
$2,434,000 Temp Restricted Net Assets
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Michelle Bess, Chair

Arturo Lucatero, Vice Chair

Eli Taylor, Treasurer

Courtney Lucas, J.D., Secretary
Melinda Anderson, M.Ed.
Brad Brown, M.Ed.

Likely Colon, J.D.

Michael Cruz

Yusra Hamidani

Larry Hughes, Ed.D.

Erin Jones

Jeff Nichols

Joel Perez

Danjuma Quarless, Ph.D.

Tim Herron, Ed.D., CEO (nonvoting)

COMMUNITIES AND AFFILIATES

Chicago, IL - Pursue Scholars

Indianapolis, IN - Shepherd Community Center
Minneapolis - St. Paul, MN - Urban Ventures
Portland, OR - Portland Leadership Foundation
Spokane, WA - YMCA of the Inland Northwest
Tacoma-Seattle, WA - Degrees of Change
Yakima, WA - Yakima Leadership Foundation

PARTNER COLLEGES

Augsburg University

Bethany Lutheran College
Bethel University

Central Washington University
Clark College

Concordia College-Moorhead
Corban University

George Fox University
Gonzaga University

Heritage University

Northwest University
University of Northwestern St. Paul
North Central University
Oakland City University

Pacific Lutheran University
Saint Martin's University
Tacoma Community College
Taylor University

Warner Pacific College
University Washington Tacoma
Washington State University Vancouver
Yakima Valley College



Together we grow impact!

Thank you to 503 individuals, foundations and organizations who made financial contributions to support our work in 2019-20

Abbie and Cyrus Brown
AbbVie - Matching Gifts
Abigail Brown

Adam Knight

Adam Larson

Ailua Evans*

Alice Massara

Alicia Burden

Alison Howard

Allan and Melinda Belton
Allstate - Matching Gifts
Alyson and Mike Atwater*
Amanda Figueroa

Amber McCulloch

Amna Haq

Amy Stewart-Maillhiot
Anand Yadav

Ananya Mishra

Andrew and Yessie Whitney*
Angela Connelly

Angela Pierce*

Angela Sipes

Angelica Martinez Estrada*
Anna Hester*

Anne Mosich

Annie Khanani

Anthea Aasen

Anthony Brown
Antoinette Palmer

Archie Escobido*
Armanino Foundation
Arturo Lucatero*
Augustine Ajuogu*

Austin Beiermann and Miranda
Martens*

Avanade - Matching Gifts
Aya and Randy Clark
Ayesha Ghaffar

Banner Bank

Barbara Henderson
Barbara Kyllingstad

BCRA

Ben and Lisa Flesher

Ben B. Cheney Foundation
Benevity - Matching Gifts
Benjameen Quarless*
Benjamin Chao

Benjamin George
Bernadette Ray

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation -
Matching Gifts

Bill and Kathy Hanawalt
Billy Bradley Brown
Bonnie Becker

BonnieJean Thomas

Brad and Julie Cramer
Brandi Contorth

Brandon and Tafona Ervin
Brett Jordan

Brianna Orozco- Vazquez*
Bridget Tibbs

Brittany Carter*

Brock Grubb and Amber Banks
Bruce Murphy

Bryan Eckstein

Capital One

Carl Haefling and Pamela Johnson
Carla Santorno

Carmen Palmer

Caroline Cabellon

Carolyn Treleven

Carrie and Aaron Streepy
Carrie and Chuck Strawn
Catherine Shirey

Chad Duncan

Charlene Davenport
Charles and Shauna Weatherby
Charleys Kids Foundation
Cheryl Morris

Chris and Pat Ferguson
Chris Caldwell*

Christia Palizzi

Christian Dawson*
Christian Siegfried
Christina Nakada-Alm
Christina Turner

Christine Brischle

Christine Drape

Christine Kola

Christopher Inverso

Chuck and Ann Kirby

Cindy Ramirez Parker*
Cinthia lllan Vazquez*

Clark Brunkow-Mather
Clover Park Technical College
Foundation

College Spark Washington
College Spark Washington - Matching
Gifts

Columbia Bank - Matching Gifts
Courtney Lucas

Courtney Rush

Craig and Mary Cogger
Cuong Le*

Damaris Sardenberg

Dan and Janelle Bogart

Dan Ho

Danay Jones*

Danette Knudson

Dani Durante

Danjuma Quarless*

Daphne Smith

Dave Grotjahn

Dave Templin

David Ehrlichman

David McColgan

David Postforoosh

Dean Kelly

Deatri Griffith*

Debby Abe

Deborah Wilds

Diane Dimmer

Dias Elgin

Dimmer Family Foundation
Dina Blum Burlingame
Discuren Foundation

DJ Crisostomo

DocuSign - Matching Gifts
Dolores Haugen

Dominique Wallace

Dona Ponepinto

Donna Thomas

Doug and Kelly Davidson
Doug Hostetter

Duncan and Andrea Wilson
Ed & Stacey Ogle

Edmond Holle and Carol Plaehn
Edwina Dorsey

Eli and Lauren Taylor*
Elisabeth Olson

Elizabeth Perkins Ten Brook*
Elliot and Jennifer Stockstad
Ellison Foundation

Elly Bulega*®

Elvin Bucu

Emily Zhao

Emmanuel and Elisabeth Bofa*
Eric and Tenley Cederstrand
Eric Svaren and Alice Shobe
Eric Torskey and Donna Hall
Erica Smith

Erica Turner-Sumiyoshi

Erick Olson

Erin Jones

Erin Leary

Erin Wright

Esmeralda Benavidez

Flores Pallet Recycling Inc
Forest Foundation
Foundation for Tacoma Students
Francis and Josiah Lara*
Gabriel Jacobsen

Gabriela Torres

Gary Baskett

George Oberhofer and Jill Goodman
Georgia Horton

Georgios Catering Company
Gerardo Saca von der Meden
Gerdon Jones

Gilbert Sandoval*

Glaser Foundation

Gretchen Duggan

Harlan and Sue Shoop

Hazel Bellinger

Heather Gingerich

Henry and Linda Tanz
Hilary Loeb and Marc Friedman
Holly Bamford Hunt

Holy Chea*

llona Trofimovich*

Jaci and Micheal Hodgins
Jack and Mary Peterson
Jackie Flowers

Jacob and Jaimie Fournier
Jaden Zwick*

Jahara Clark

Jaime Revuelta Cervantes®
Jamaal Bess

James Plourde

James Whelan

Jamie and Eric Gilpin

Jana Bolotin

Jana Fullerton

Janay Davis

Janet Blanford

Janet De La Cruz*
Jaquelin Klingman
Jasmine Bruno

Jason and Corrinne Henderson
Jason and Emily Bosh
Jason Clapp

Jason Hulen

Jeannie Grandberry

Jeff and Nicole Wortley
Jeff Nichols

Jennifer Bratton

Jennifer Friedman
Jennifer Lee Schultz
Jennifer Smith

Jennifer Tilghman-Havens
Jenny Reed

Jeremiah Sataraka*
Jeremy Porter

Jessica and Joshua Stovall
Jessica Crask*

Jessica de Barros

Jessica Tansey

Jesus Esqueda*

Jesus Rosales Soto*
Jilland Larry Maloney
Jillian Adkins

Jim and Kathi Herron

Jim Conti

Joanna Royce-Davis
Joanne Nguyen*

Jodene Eikenberry

Jody Rutherford

Joel and Jennifer Perez
Joel Zylstra

John Aakre and Cindy Michael
John and Lindsay Norlin
John Page

John Stroeh and Leigh Wong
John Unterreiner
Johnson and Haefling Family
Foundation

Johnson, Stone & Pagano
Jon and Christina Howell
Jon and Kirsten Koetje
Jonathan Jackson*
Jordon Al-Kaabi*

Jordon Keller®

Joseph Dadzie

Joy Mukiri*

Joyce Loveday

Judy Zeigler

Julia and Trevor Kagochi
Julia Sensenbrenner
Julian and Stephanie Ayer
Julie Beckner

Julie Rolling

Julie Weed

Julieanne Wung

Juliette Schindler Kelly
June and Julian Foss Foundation
Justin Brent Pascual*
Justin Goroch

Kacey Guin

Kanwal Yousuf

Kanza Hamidani

Karen Nilsen
Karine Joy Williams
Katerina N Thompson
Kathleen Ryan

Katie Klug

Kelly Bay-Meyer and Joe Meyer
Kelsey Longrie

Kendria Dickson*
Kenneth Young

Kent and Linda Roberts
Keri and Joseph Anderson
Kerri and James Pedrick
Kevin Bess

Kevin Ikeda

Kevin Kildun

Kevin Knoepp

Kevin Truong

Key Bank - Matching Gifts
KeyBank Foundation
Kimber Connors
Kimberlie Andersen*
Korbett Mosesly and Andrea
Cobb

Ksenija Simic-Muller

Kyle Teater

L.T. Murray Family Foundation
Lachapelle June Siaosi
Lakeisha Jackson

Larisa Prisacari*

Larry and Angela Hughes
Laura Lockhart

Laurie Reddy*

Lawanda Denice Randle*
Leonetta Elaiho

LeRoy Horton

Lesha Bhansali

Leslie Ojeaburu

Lewis and Michelle Griffith
Liam O'Brien

Liesl Santkuyl

Lily Colon

Lindy Tep*

Lisa Hurlburt

Lisa Predovich

Louise Sneath

Luan and Van Lierman*
Luis Flores*

Lynn Longfield

Madeline Plumer
Madleine Makori
Manmeet Bawa

Mannix Canby Foundation
Marco Garcia*

Margaret Gardner and Dave
Jensen

Margaret Jamieson

Maria Romero

Marian Svinth

Marie and Bill Orrange
Marisol Rosado*

Mark and Wendy Holcomb
Mark Haggarty

Mary Ann Harshman
Mary Ann Woodruff

Mary Bulega Kasagga*
Mary DeWine

Mary Monroy-Spampinato
Mary Tressel

Meagan Stirling

Medina Foundation
Megan Cowell

Megan Curran

Meklit Kalebessa*
Melinda Anderson
Melissa Krohn

Mentha Hynes-Wilson
Mercy Daramola

Merlita Whitney

Micah and Lauren Brown*
Micah West*

Michael A. Cruz

Michael and Tina Thomas
Michelle Y. Bess*
Microsoft - Matching Gifts
Mike Cheever

Mike Fournier

Mike Frechette

Miki Takihana

Misael Salmeron®

Misbah Uraizee

Mitch Price

M] Murdock Charitable Trust
Moana Trammell
Moccasin Lake Foundation
Molly Jones

Moss Adams - Matching Gifts
Moumin Khan

MultiCare

Myra Davis*

Nalani and Mark Linder
Nancy Vignec

Naomi Bess

Natalie Hart

Nathan and Joy Orona
Nathaniel Hultman
National College Access Network
Nicholas Nair*

Nick and Cathy Valenzuela
Nicole Anthony

Nicole Edwards

Nicolette Viken*

Nissana Nov*

Octavio Blanco*

Oracle - Matching Gifts
Owen Hunt*

Pacific Premier Bank

Paige Folsom

Paige, DDS & Klade, DDS PLLC
Affordable Dental Care
Pamela Duncan

Pamela Holsinger-Fuchs
Pat Shuman

Patricia Busick

Patricia Downs

Patrick Erwin

Patrick Pow

Patsy Coffman

Patty and Jeff Lemon

Paul Boyer

Paula Meiers

Philip Heller

Puget Sound Educational Service
District

Quenessa Long*

Quinten Branch

QVC - Matching Gifts
Rachel Boisen

Rahul Prakash

Raikes Foundation - Matching
Gifts

Ray and Sara Alvarez
Rebecca Byrne*

Rebecca Foster

Reham Kassem

Rhoan Garnett

Richard Pyles

Richard Vogel

Rob Meyerson

Robert & Joyce Mckenzie
Robert Sterling Clark Foundation
Rod and Mindy Nash
Rominna Villasenor
Rosemarie Burke

Russell and Claire Silva
Russell Family Foundation
Russell Investments - Matching
Gifts

Ryan Cole*

Ryan Jacobs

Safeco Insurance Fund
Samiah Rizvi

Sapna Sethi

Sara Beresford

Sarah Alvarez

Sarah and Bernie Mabini*
Sarah Beadle

Sarah Heath

Sativah Jones

Sequoia Foundation
Shanna and Brent LaMar
Shannon McDougal
Sharon Laing

Shawn Phelps

Shelley Ryan-Kelzenberg
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Shelondra Harris*

Sheri and Roberto Sandovol
Sheri Mitchell

Siri and Mandla Kaunda
Spencer White*

Stephanie Ingoldby

Stephanie Kenick

Steve and Mary Barger

Steve and Paulette Berg

Steve Dawson

Steve Mannebach

Steve Schain and Bev Hatter
Steve Walker

Steven L Paige DDS PC

Steven Snoeck

Steven Thorndill

Stewardship Foundation
Stuart Kwan

Stuart Young

Susie Lira-Gonzalez

Susie Ripley

Tania Del Real

Tanja Ownbey

Tara Yi*

Taylor Tibbs

Teal Reed

Tenlee Bell

Teresa Enslin and Doug Mosich
Terry and Cynthia Edwards
The Bamford Foundation

The Boeing Company - Matching
Gifts

The Florence B. Kilworth Foundation
The Gottfried and Mary Fuchs
Foundation

The Norcliffe Foundation
Thomas and Patty Krise
Thomas McWhertor

Thrivent - Matching Gifts

Thy Nguyen

Ticcia and Taylor McNamara*
Tiffany Kirkland

Tiffany Williams

Tim and Anna Herron

Tim Chalberg

Tina Ross

Todd and Teresa Silver

Tom Huelsbeck

Tommy and Han Na Kim*
Tono Sablan*

Tony Gregg

Tracy Nagy

Treleven Family Foundation
Tyler Hamilton and Justin Matelson
U.S. Bank Foundation

Umpqua Bank Charitable Founation
United Health Group - Matching
Gifts

Val Rie Smith

Valerie Norwood

Valerie Sloane

Vicky Murray*

Washington CPA Foundation
Wells Fargo - Credit Card Rebate
Wendy Hatch

Wendy Martinez Hurtado*
William Kilworth Foundation
William T. and Gail Weyerhaeuser
William Towey

Willie C Stewart

Wilondja Muyoma*

Windows of Hope Foundation
Woodworth Family Foundation
Xuan (Vi) Nguyen*

Yakima Valley Community
Foundation

Yanira Pacheco Ortiz

Yazmin Cervantes*

Yazmin Mehdi

Yijie Quisenberry

Ylisse and Austin Bess Washington*
Yusra Hamidani*

Zeb McCall

* Degrees of Change Program Graduates




